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THE POPE AND THE HOLOCAUST

letter to National Post, June 6, 2002



One of the explanations that Andy Lamy ("Hyping the Church and the Holocaust", Jun 2) for Pius XII's and the Catholic Church's failure tomore actively oppose the Holocaust was that the Vatican "often had to stay its hand for fear of provoking further Nazi brutality." This is an excuse which is plausible in the case almost all the countries that Lamy lists, because the Holocaust began in those countries while Germany was in control of Europe and the height of its power, and Rome was controlled by Hitler's henchman, Mussolini. The exception, however, is Hungary (which appears in Lamy's list), where the killings occurred in the late summer, fall, and winter of 1944. By that time the Germans were clearly losing the war, and, Italy having fallen, any real danger to the Vatican xx from speaking out was past.

Even for Hungary, the story is not simple. The Pope, working with Admiral Miklos Horthy (who, although an anti-semitic dictator, protected the lives Hungarian Jews against the more extreme measures of the Nazis), stopped Eichman's transportation of Jews to the camps from Budapest in June, 1944 (and hence saved my four-year old life). Still, after Horthy's fall and replacement by the gangster Szalasi, the Hungarian fascists employed killing methods that disgusted even the Nazis.

In Budapest, more than 50% of the Jewish population survived, but in the countryside the survival rate was not much above a few percent. A significant factor influencing this murder rate was the fact that many Catholic parish priests continued to talk to their parishioners about Jews crucifying Christ and drinking Christian children's blood (the latter story is currently appearing in some contemporary Arab media). Not a word was said by the Pope to his Hungarian Catholics during the last half of 1944. The silence of the Pope at that late stage of the war is simply inexcusable.
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