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1993 letters regarding anti-Israel scholars boycott. As of April, 2005 5, SAFS is still the only Canadian academic organization to protest this boycott on grounds of academic freedom. John Furedy.

Published as letter to National Post, January 4, 2003

SILENT IVORY TOWERS



Re: Is Anti-Semitism Sweeping Canada? Michael R. Marrus, Jan 2.

Yes, the issue of whether anti-Semitism is sweeping Canada is complex and requires a "nuanced view" (Marrus, "Is anti-Semitism sweeping Canada?", Jan. 2, 2002). The boycott of Israeli academics by individual academics and some academic organizations, however, seems to me to be a clear case of anti-Semitic bias. It is one that Professor Marrus has not mentioned.

This internationally-backed boycott is the first time that academics who are not citizens of country X have sought to administer collective punishment to academics who are citizens of country X. 

Soon after the start of the boycott, the Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship, a small Canadian organization, condemned it as an act of "academic cannibalism". However, the main academic organization in this country, the Canadian Association of University Teachers (to which Professor Marrus and I both belong automatically by virtue of our positions) remains silent. That is not to take a "nuanced", but rather a head-in-the-sand view.

John J. Furedy
Professor of Psychology
University of Toronto 



Second part of letter below raises the theme of Canadian academic silence 
on boycott.

Speaking out

Winnipeg Centre MP Pat Martin's letter (The Left and Israel, Jan. 3) is a breath of clean, fresh air. His well-articulated support of Israel's right to exist and defend itself from terror and assault within its democratic multi-party framework is both forceful and effective. In joining Manitoba Premier Gary Doer, former Ontario premier Bob Rae and a relatively small handful of their colleagues who have spoken out in this vein, Mr. Martin is most reassuring when he writes, "Jewish people everywhere should know that there are many of us on the left who stand with them in their hopes that someday a generation of Israeli children will grow up in peace and security and free of terror." Amen! let us hope Mr. Martin is speaking for the left's silent
majority. 

Much less reassuring is the posture of the Canadian academic establishment, as noted by University of Toronto professor John J. Furedy (Silent Ivory Towers, letters, Jan. 4). It is a continuing source of considerable anguish to many thinking Canadians that certain Canadian and international academics and organizations boycott and blacklist Israeli scholars simply because they are members of Israeli
institutions ("academic cannibalism" in Prof. Furedy's words). The deafening silence on this issue from the Association of Canadian University Teachers can be seen as a form of approbation, by
indifference or acquiescence.

Harold Buchwald, Winnipeg.
National Post, Jan. 6, 2003



Thursday, April 1, 2004

Scientific Meeting in Morocco Is Canceled After Israelis Are Banned 

By HAIM WATZMAN

Jerusalem

A scientific conference in Morocco has been canceled by its European organizers after its Moroccan host sought to deter three Israeli scientists from attending.

The Third International Workshop on the Formation and Migration of Dunes was scheduled for April 12 to 21 in Laayoune, with financial support from the French foreign ministry. But the conference's Moroccan organizer, Belkacem Kabbachi, of Ibn Zohr University, in Agadir, sent e-mail messages to members of the conference's scientific committee last week to say that he could not take responsibility for the safety of participants if the Israelis attended.

Morocco and Israel do not have formal diplomatic relations.

Hans J. Hermann, a professor at the University of Stuttgart's Institute for Computational Physics and a member of the scientific committee, said that Mr. Kabbachi had written that he was under pressure from high officials in the Moroccan government. Mr. Hermann responded by e-mail that such discrimination was unacceptable and that he would not participate if his Israeli colleagues were banned.

In a subsequent message, Mr. Kabbachi wrote that the Moroccan populace was angry at Israel's assassination last week of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the founder and leader of Hamas, a militant Islamic movement. Mr. Kabbachi said that emotions were running high in Morocco and that the presence of Israelis at the conference might have serious repercussions.

He added that if the Israelis attended, the conference's planned field trips to sand dunes near Laayoune would require police protection that would rob the visits of scientific value.

Copies of that and other e-mail messages were provided to [I]The Chronicle[/I] by Haim Tsoar, a professor of earth science at Ben Gurion University of the Negev. He is the most senior of the three Israelis.

Mr. Kabbachi did not respond to attempts to contact him by telephone and e-mail on Wednesday.

When efforts failed to reinstate the Israelis' participation, the conference's organizing committee[NOTE]is that different from the scientific committee mentioned above? am ***yes -hw[/NOTE] canceled the gathering, stating that the group would soon attempt to hold the event at another site.

"It is inadmissible for international political problems and polarization to interfere with questions that are properly scientific," the committee said in an announcement sent to conference participants.

Mr. Tsoar noted that he and his colleagues had been unable to obtain entry visas to Morocco as individuals. They were able to get visas by attaching themselves to an Israeli group scheduled to tour the country.

"Our plan was to spend three days with the group and then set off on our own to Laayoune," he said. He pointed out that this and other tours to Morocco, a popular vacation destination for many Israelis, especially those of Moroccan descent, had not been canceled after Sheikh Yassin was killed.

Laayoune lies in the disputed territory of Western Sahara, which Morocco has occupied since the 1970s.
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