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Gun-Related Murder Should Be Judged As Evil

And Punished Appropriately
I am surprised that George Dei, a professor of sociology, appears to be reluctant to recognize as a sociological, statistical fact that recently in Toronto, blacks compared with whites (his own terms) have been markedly over-represented when it comes to perpetrating murders with guns (Speaking Out, Differently, May 29). Another statistical fact is that because most of the victims of these black murderers have themselves been black, black-on-black violence in Toronto is also overrepresented compared with white-on-white violence. This removes much of the irony from Professor Dei’s student’s remark about the necessity to investigate and pay as much attention to white-on-white violence as to (the recently increasing) black-on-black violence. Moreover, another reason for the media to focus more attention on black-perpetrated violence is that, at least according to the police, it is much more difficult to gather witness testimony for black-per​petrated than for white-perpe​trated violence. These are all sta​tistical facts that I (whose specialty is psychology, not sociology) would expect specialists in the discipline of sociology to be interested in both observing and explaining in terms of testable hypotheses.

Professor Dei is also described as a professor of equity studies. I am not only not a specialist in this field but also doubt whether it is a genuine academic disci​pline in the sense that sociology and psychology are disciplines. However, I think both supporters and opponents of equity studies know that this approach advocates the differential (beneficial) treatment of individuals in certain designated groups when it comes to such matters as competitions for tenure-stream faculty positions.

It seems to me that logic requires that if group characteristics are used to advantage individuals, then it is only fair that group characteristics be used to disadvantage individuals. So it would seem necessary for those favouring the equity-studies approach to apportion a certain amount of blame to all black individuals in Toronto for the statistical fact that black violence has been overrepresented recently in this city.

Of course those not committed to equity studies but to an approach that, in my view, embodies genuine fairness, do not have these logical difficulties. For them, tenure-stream compe​titions should be judged only in terms of merit (a position taken by the Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship: http://www.safs.ca) and gun-related murder should be judged as evil and punished appropriately, no matter what the melanin content of the murderer’s skin may be.
John Furedy, Psychology

