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JUNE 1999, WITH THE EMBATTLED CBC awaiting the announcement of a new president, the Inroads listserv, in that accidentally purposeful manner of Internet discussion groups, began a discussion of the weaknesses and strengths of Canada's public broadcaster - and how it might be improved.
The listserv began operating in September 1997, as a means to link readers of the journal and others interested in policy discussion. With nearly 160 subscribers, it offers one of the few chances for people of diverse views to grapple with social and political issues in depth.
Below is an edited excerpt of the discussion.
Inroads 9       19

From: John Furedy

For at least the last decade, CBC radio has provided a paradigm case of intellectual masturbation, with an almost total lack of any attention to political movements it does not approve of, coupled with earnest po​litical correctness. A very short and non-exhaustive list of examples:
1. Coverage of the United Alternative option. Almost always they consult only opponents of Reform such as the NDP or Progressive Conservatives, or "experts" who are not sympathetic to Reform.
2. Coverage of the recent Ontario elec​tions. The House, following Harris's win, re​ported not at all on the result, except that right at the end of the hour its left-wing sa​tiric songster produced a particularly crude ad-hominem attack on Harris and the rest of the "golfers."
3. Last week a native interest group snarled traffic in Toronto at around 9a.m. by marching along the Gardiner Express​way. CFRB - a commercial radio station which is biased towards the right, but al​ways has contrary views expressed by com​mentators like Buzz Hargrove, and on its phone-ins - raised the question of whether the natives should have been prosecuted by the police, but the CBC reported only on the natives' demands, in true PC fashion.
Yes, indeed, for any fans of privatization, the CBC seems to me to be a prime candi​date.

From: John Furedy
Unlike John Richards, I don't retract any part of my previous post except that I agree with Reg that the bias is not only left-wing but against any clearly stated, so called "ex​tremist" position. I've had similar experi​ences to those of Reg being "disinvited" when my views on academic freedom were considered to be too "extreme."1 And it's probably true that when money is cut, and the management is uninspired, decisions are made mainly not to offend anyone, rather than supply the sort of interesting program​ming that CBC radio used to supply
But I don't think the Vancouver air has anything to do with it. Here in Toronto I'm sure I'm not the only one who now prefers to listen to CFRB over CBC in the morning, despite the insufferable and many commer​cial breaks that CFRB has. At least it pro​vides lively discussion, and, as I specified in my last post (a point which no one has refuted), CFRB, although it is not balanced, does provide clear exponents of opposing points of view. So I don't think it's any use dismissing the critics and pretending that all is well. Unless the emperor gets some clothes, the pressure to privatize will in​crease.
John Furedy is a professor of psychology at the

University of Toronto.
