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PROFESSOR HANS JURGENS EYSENCK 1916-1997
John J. Furedy

The freedom of speech that SAFS espouses is tested when opinions on controversial, uncomfortable topics are put forward. The eminent psychological scientist Hans Jurgens Eysenck of the University of London, who died last year aged 81, embodied this principle. He was utterly fearless in his willingness to oppose popular opinions, and to deal with issues which most other academics, protective of their reputations, avoided. His courage was not blustery, but quiet, almost introverted, whether he was dealing with a foe or a friend.

 When I wrote to him last year to ask him to accept a position on SAFS Board of Advisors, he accepted (to my delight), but then apologized matter-of-factly for not being able to do a lot, as he had just had a series of operations for cancer of the brain. I was filled with sorrow at the news, but with admiration for the way he bravely carried on with scholarly work.

 As for his role in the science of psychology, while perhaps he did not always get things right (I recall that in the sixties my Australian supervisor, Dick Champion, caught Hans out in the British Journal of Psychology on a point of Hullian learning theory), he got them clear. This was particularly evident with controversial subjects which are often fudged. Is psychotherapy useless? Is smoking related to lung cancer? What is the genetic contribution to intelligence? Are there group race differences in behavioral traits? These were the sorts of questions which Hans raised.

 His life reminds us that it is the search for truth rather than truth itself that is the right and responsibility of all members of the academic community. In defence of that right and responsibility, Hans Eysenck was uncompromising.

