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National Post, Thursday October 28, 2004

Answering Elmasry
Re: University to Review El​masry Remarks, Oct. 27.
   Because Professor Mohamed Elmasry's remarks were not made in a classroom, or to stu​dents he grades, his university would be wrong to dismiss or even to suspend him. That would be the sort of abuse of academic freedom that the University of New Brunswick perpetrated against Professor Yaqzan in 1993, when it sus​pended this mathematics pro​fessor for publishing, in a stu​dent paper, a conservative Muslim opinion on date rape that many on campus consid​ered to be "offensive" or to cre​ate "a chilly atmosphere."
   On the other hand, academ​ic freedom does not mean that evil and/or stupid re​marks do not have consequences for the individual ut​tering them, or for the orga​nizations with which he or she is affiliated. I agree with the University of Waterloo president's description of Prof. Elmasry’s statements as "abhorrent." This professor of computer engineering has se​riously damaged his own in​tellectual and ethical reputa​tion, and that of the Muslim organization he heads. More​over, he put at risk the good name of his academic unit and the university, with pos​sible negative implications for donations. For that he should receive a severe repri​mand from his university.
John J. Furedy, professor of

psychology, University of Toronto.
